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Since its inception, the Global RLI Awards have paid tribute to the 
very best in the world of retail and leisure, having been held in 
London, Dubai and Los Angeles over the last sixteen years. Despite 
the exceptional circumstances in which the world found itself in 2021, 
RLI’s most recent Awards took place as a “Hybrid Event” in London’s 
legendary Leicester Square, combining a “live” in-person event with a 
“virtual” online component, merging the power of face-to-face with 
the extensive audience reach that comes with a virtual element. 

The Awards continue to strive for excellence in an industry where 
the boundaries are always being pushed and now, more than ever, it is 
essential that we continue to collaborate and recognise achievements 
and ground-breaking projects around the world. After all, recognition 
is a powerful way for the retail and leisure industry to continue 
forward, even when it feels like a standstill. 

In 2022, the Global RLI Awards will be returning to the GCC as 
the region continues to boost its drive to become a global capital 
of future economy. Having gone through dramatic, positive changes, 
the GCC is becoming an attractive investment destination that 
provides rich opportunities in the retail, leisure and entertainment 
sectors with exceptional resources, market conditions, and 
pro-business regulations. 

RLI’s long-standing association with the Middle East, allows us to 
leverage these opportunities to connect, explore and develop 
relationships, therefore we will take both our renowned RLI Connect 
Global deal-making forum and highly-coveted and prestigious Global 
RLI Awards to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia where we will seek 
to explore the abundance of opportunities for retail, leisure and 
entertainment concepts in the vast amount of world class projects 
coming to fruition in the years ahead, putting the Kingdom on a 
global stage. 

At RLI, we are constantly looking at ways to enhance the structure 
and criteria for the Awards taking into account feedback from 
entries of previous events and in 2022 we will be incorporating new 
categories to recognise both innovation and re-imagination in an 
ever changing industry.  We are keen to invite entrants globally who 
wish to highlight their project or company and seek recognition on 
an international scale and we look forward to seeing your projects 
recognised at the Global RLI Awards 2022. 

We look forward to welcoming you to the seventeenth annual Global 
RLI Awards event and RLI Connect Global Deal-Making Forum. 
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• RLI Future Project
• RLI Most Anticipated Opening 2022
• RLI Best Placemaking Scheme
• RLI Most Innovative Retail & Tourism Destination
• RLI Best International Shopping Centre - New Build
• RLI Best International Shopping Centre – Renovation
• RLI Innovation in Sustainability Award - Retailer
• RLI Innovation in Sustainability Award - Project
• RLI Global Retailer of the Year
• RLI Middle East Retailer of the Year

• RLI Entertainment & Leisure Operator of the Year
• RLI Most Immersive Attraction & Experience
• RLI Most Innovative Hospitality Project of the Year
• RLI Hospitality Operator of the Year
• RLI Developer of the Year
• RLI Designer of the Year
• RLI Contractor of the Year
• RLI Interior Excellence - Shopfitter
• RLI Interior Excellence - Designer
• RLI Innovation in Technology Award

CATEGORIES 2022

EXPOSURE - Benefit from high profile branding to the international 
retail and leisure industry before, during and after the event.

NETWORKING - Meet major players and decision-makers within 
some of the world’s leading organisations.

CREDIBILITY - Increase your standing through association with 
the world’s only global retail and leisure magazine - and the leading 
global Awards event in the industry.

OPPORTUNITY - Create new business opportunities through  
high-profile brand presence among current and  
potential customers.

ENTERTAINMENT - Delight your clients at the most exciting 
event in the global retail and leisure sector.

COVERAGE - Gain valuable coverage in RLI through Awards-
related advertising and branding, editorial commentary, supplements 
and post-event write-up.

RECOGNITION - Be recognised as the market leader in your area 
and associate with an Award that complements your company.

KNOWLEDGE - Educate a highly influential audience of retailers, 
leisure operators, developers and management companies about 
your products and services.
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See the “How to Enter” document online for details of each category
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